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Puppy Housetraining

What:
Housetraining is an important training exercise. We do it in a positive manner to teach puppies to
eliminate in appropriate areas.

Why:
Housetraining is an essential component in domesticating a puppy. This is done to teach a puppy
to eliminate outside. They learn to mess outside of their living quarters, creating a clean happy
environment.

How:
The key is to make housetraining a positive experience. Always reward your puppy when he
eliminates in an appropriate area. Never punish if he is eliminating inappropriately.

Housetraining is easiest between 6 to 16 weeks because they eliminate frequently. This makes it
easier to predict, redirect, and reward the behavior in the appropriate area. A puppy often needs
to go out after walking, eating, playing, or after a long nap. This is your opportunity to get the
puppy outside quickly.

Recognizing the signals is the key to a successful housebreaking program. Watch your pup
closely if his nose is on the ground. This is called scenting, and for a puppy, he's probably
looking for a spot to eliminate or defecate. If you see this, quickly lead your pup to the
appropriate toilet area. Once he has gone, praise endlessly!

If your pup makes a mistake, clean the area with a pet odor control product. Do not punish.
You've missed the opportunity to let him out. This is why it is important to have a structured
bathroom schedule. Your pup is naturally ritualistic, and thrives with this predictability.

For paper training, you need a designated puppy room. This is for the couple of hours you are
away or busy. This is also where the crate can go. Line the floor of the puppy room with paper.
Once the pup is using the paper to eliminate on, he will seek it out. Slowly start removing the
paper until you are down to 3 or 4 sheets, this should be in a corner of the room well away from
the feeding or sleeping area. When the pup starts to go on these 3 or 4 sheets, you can start to
transition him toward outside. This should be done inches at a time.  Eventually get half the
paper out the door. By doing so, it should stimulate the puppy to paw at this area as it shrinks.
This process requires your presence to open the door, take the paper and lure them outside.

A puppy at  rest can comfortably hold it for one hour for each month of age. When a puppy is
active, cut this time in half.

Tip: Be patient with your pup. Remember he does not yet know where to go, it’s your job to
teach him.


